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SERMON 

Psatm ut. 4.—Againsi thee, thee only, have Isinned, and done 


this evil in thy sight; that thou mightest be justified ‘when thou 
speakest, and clear w he n thou judgest. 

This is the language of true repentance. ‘Happy would it be for 
those who make the sins of David an apology for their own, if they 
possessed that o the ier trait of his character which is exhibited in these 
words. ‘Then, indeed, they would not attempt to palliate their sins, 
but would feel and confess that they have no excuse to offer, and that 
unless sovereign mercy interposed, they must be condemned, and that 
justly. Repentance is our indispensable prerequisite to salvation. 
It is enjoined upon all men by the command of God, and it is required 
as the condition of forgiveness and eternal life. It is therefore de- 
sirable that the nature of repentance should be understood: and such 
a practical] exhibition of it as here presented, affords the best means 
of attaining a true knowledge of it. By atte — to the feelings 

and excercises of the penitent king of Israel, we may learn what 
ought to be the state of our hearts, and what it ald be, if we exercise 
true repentance. Your attention is therefore invited to the remarks 
which are now to be offered on this passage of sacred scripture which 
Ihave quoted. 

1. David makes the confession: ‘‘Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned.”’ That which rendered sin the most odious in his view, and 
which especially induced him to humble himself before God, was, that 
he saw that sin is committed against God. True penitents always 
have such a sense of sin, This distinguishes genuine repentance 
from that which is spurious. It is sorrow for sin on account of its 
opposition to God, and its hatefulaess in his sight. David not only 
believed that God is holy and infinitely amiable and worthy; but he 
had complacency in the divine character, he loved God as a holy 
being; and becaus: he loved him, he hated sin as being opposed to 
his character, to the feelings of his heart, and tg his holy govern- 
ment. Sinners may feel a sorrow for sin, and doubtless often do 
feel a sorrow for it, which is very different in its nature from that of 
David. Whenthey see that they are in the hands of God, that he 
hates sin, that they have sinned against him and are liable to be pun- 
ished with the expressions of his eve elastin g displeasure, they lament 
that they have committed sin against him. Sometimes their alarm and 
distress become very great, their souls are disquieted within them, 


gr 
and they refuse to be comforted But what is the real cause of the: 
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distress and sorrow? Is it their abhorrence of the nature of sin? Is 
it that they love the holy character of God, and are conscious that 
they have offendedhim? No. It is their dread of punishment 
which causes their sorrow for sin. It is the conviction which they 
feel of their exposure to divine wrath, which makes them tremble in 
view of their transgressions,and lament that they have incurred guilt. 
If they could be assured that no punishment would follow, if they 
knew that after death there was no judgment, and no retributions to 
the wicked for their sins, they would be wholly relieved, and would 
go on in the ways of sin with alacrity and delight, It is easy to see, 
that such sorrow for sin as arises merely from the apprehension of 
punishment, is in its nature, perfectly selfish, and that it implies no 
true love to God, or hatred of the nature of sin. But the sorrow which 
David exp ressed, and which constitutes true repentance, was not 
selfish. Jt resulted from his supreme love to God. It grieved him 
that he had sinned, because in sinning he had offended the being 
whom he loved with all his heart. For the same reason we all 
ought to excercise sorrow for our sins. Our God and erates 
the author of our being, and the source of all our blesings, is holy. 

We are bound to him by the strongest natural and moral obligations. 

It has been our duty, ever since we were capable of knowing and 
serving him, to render to him the tribute of supreme affection, to seek 
the promotion of his glory, and to honour his name. But we have 
alienated our hearts from him. We have practically disowned him 
as our God. We have set at nought his authority, and returned 
ingratitude for his mercies. How then ought our hearts to be affec- 
ted in view of our sins? Ought we not, and if we ought, should we 
not, go to him with the humble confession, ‘Against thee, thee only 
have we sinned.” 

But why does the penitent Psalmist say that it is against God 
only that he has sinned? Had he not by his sins injured any of his 
fellow men? Had he not done injury to himself? Yes. He had 
in a very flagrant manner violated the principles of justice and hu- 
manity in relation to others, and had sinned against his own soul, 
exposing himself to the displeasure of God. But still he regarded 
his sins as being hateful principally on account of their being com- 
mitted against God. Ifhe had injured a fellow man, that man was 
a creature of God, or subject of his gerernme nt, and an object of 
his divine regard: Or ifhe had sinned against himse lf, he was bound 
to regard himself as bei ng not his own, but the property of God, and 
bound to glorify God in his body and spirit which were God’s. Ac- 
cordingly ‘all his sins, whether committed against God directly, his 
fellow men, or “himself, were ultimately and principally against God. 
Thus he selena them; and this led him to confess as he did, 
“Against thee, thee only, have Isinned.’? ‘The same view ought we 
to take, of the sins by which we injure any of our fellow men. Wheth- 
er we do injury to their persons, their characters, or their property ; 
we ought to consider those whom we injure, as Grod’s creatures, for 
whom he has done much, whom he preserves and blesses, for whose 
salvation he has given his beloved Son, whom he commands us t 








183) Sermon 144 
love as ourselves. By injuring them, therefore, we sin against God; 
an d on this account chiefly ought we to lament such sins, and repent 
of them before God. 

2. The heart of David was affected by the consideration, that his 
sins had been committed not only against God, but in the sight of 
God. ‘Against thee, thee only have I sinned, and done this evil,’ 
{or as in the original) ‘‘done evil in thy sight.” True penitents fee’ 
the import of the truth, that the holy God is a witness of all their 
moral conduct, that he constantly looks at their hearts; and views, 
as their final judge, all the thoughts and intents of their hearts.— 
While sinners are careless and indifferent respecting their conduct 
towards God, they consider not that he is present in every place, 
and knows all their actions and the feelings of their hearts. If 
they realized this truth, they could not feel secure while they trans- 
gress his law and practic ally bid defiance to his wrath. That which 
brings home to their minds a conviction of their guilt and danger, is 
a lively and impressive sense of their dependence on God, their ac- 
countableness ti » him, and of the ir being under the inspection of his 
omniscient eye. This view of God all true penitents have, and it 
causes them to abase themselves in his presence, and with godly 


sorrow, to confess to him their sins. as that their hearts are 
naked and open to the view ef God, they desire to be purified in 
heart, and to be deliv re . from the dominion and Jove of sin. Such 
a desire led David to offer the supplications, ‘* Wash me thorough- 


ly from mine iniquity, ind cleanse me from my sin. Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. ” Ex 
ternal reformation will not satisfy the consciences or the desires of 
those who feel a hatred of sin as being committed against God.— 
They deprecate the existence « f any impurity of heart, knowing 
that in his sight, sins of the heart,—the most latent unholy feelings 
or designs—are offensive; and that he requires his creatures to be 
holy in heart as well as in conduct 

David acknowledges that the declarations and threatenings of 
God towards sinners are righteous and just He says in his con- 
fession, “‘ That thou mightest be justified when thou spe akest, and 
be clear when thou lgest.””>” He knew that God had made fear- 
ful denunciations against those who transgress his law. He knew 
that he had exposed himself to the wrath which God had threaten- 
ed; but he was far from accusing his Maker of injustice or undue 
severity in annexing to his law such a penalty. ‘This is another 
eharacteristic of a true penitent. ‘Those who regard sin as an evil 
oniy because its consequences to them are painful, feel no true re- 
conciliation to the justice of God in his thr atened judgments.— 
They feel a pe rfect opposition to the pen alty of his law, and would 
ehoose that God should be dishonore d. and his law trampled in the 
dust rather than that his authority should be vindicated, and his 


law maintained, by the execution of its penalty upon themselves.— 


They see no excellence in the Divine law or government, or even in 


God himself, except what secures their own happiness. But those 
who are truly humble and penitent, see a divine beauty in the ha- 
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red of God towards themselves as sinners, and they approve of his 
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judgments as bepng righteous and just. Why should they not ap- 
prove of his justice, and accept of the punishment of their iniquities 
as being right? The feelings of God towards sin are holy, and bis 
threatenings against sinners are only the expressions of his holy 
feelings of abhorrence in view of their guilt. 

If, therefore, they possess any measure of the same holiness 
which God does, will th »y not feel as he does towards sin, and ap- 
nunciations? It is true that such a state of heart, is directly oppo- 
site to that sellishness and pride which mankind by nature possess. 
But those who exercise true repentance are humble; they are will- 
ing to take their proper place be ‘fore God; and therefore, they are 
willing to acknowledge that he is to be justified when he speaketh; 
and that he is clear when he judgeth. Yet this state of heart is 
not inconsistent with the most importunate supplications for mercy. 
On the contrary, it is the only state of heart in which sinners are 
prepared either truly to approve, or to receive mercy. How can a 
person love mercy exercised in his forgivness, if he hates the justice 
which condemns him? He who regards bimse If as being unjustly 
condemned, feels that he has a right—not to ask for me rey—but to 
demand, on the principles of justice, a discharge. He would spurn at 
the offer of mercy, and would fe ‘el justified in so doing. But he who 
is conscious that the sentence of his condemnation is just, and who 
cordially accedes to it, feels that his only hope is mercy, and is will- 
ing to cast himself upon mercy, as one who has no other plea to of- 
fer than that he is guilty, and ‘deserves to suffer the penalty he has 
incurred. With swch humility in his heart, he is prepare d to wel- 
come a pardon, and to acknowledge his obligations to the merciful 
sovereign Who bestows it. ‘The reasonableness of God in making 
such repentance a condition of salvation, may be illustrated by the 
following supposition: Two persons commit an act of treason against 
the government of their country, Their guilt is prove d, and they 
are accordingly sentenced to capital punishment. One 7 them con- 
fesses that he is je istly condemned; he approves of the laws of his 
government; and justifies the magistrate who pron sha his sen- 
tence; and he petitions for pardon on condition only that it can be 
granted consistently with the good of the nation and the honor of the 
laws; and is willing if he cannot be pardoned on such a condition, 
to suffer the punishment to which he has been sentenced. ‘The oth- 
er criminal declares that he feels no sorrow on account of bis offence 
except that he has been detected, and is exposed to punishment.— 
He expresses halred of the laws, and declares that he will not be 
reconciled to the governmeat unless he is previously discharged. 
Which of these persons would it best comport with the honor of the 
government, and the principles of mercy, to pardon? Which, if par- 
doned, would accept the favor with a right spirit, and become a 
worthy member of society? ‘To every mind the question must he 
plain. The whole nation, if appealed to, would give the same an- 
swer. They would say, let him be pardone d who is reconciled to 
the government, aud approves of the sentence ofthe law. This casé 
ia analogous to the principles on which God deals with sinners 


prove of the expressions of his feelings as displayed in his holy de- 
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Through Christ it is consistent with the divine government to pardor 
the truly penitent. And those are the truly penitent, who condemn 
themselves for their sins, and approve of God for condemning them ; 
who come to God as did David when he confessed, ‘‘Against thee, 
thee only, have [I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight; that thou 


wightest be justified when thou speakest,and clear when thou judgest.” 


REFLECTIONS. 

1. From the nature of true repentance as here illustrated, it is 
easy to infer what are its fruits. He who was sent to preach repen- 
tance and to prepare the way for the ministry of Christ, said to those 
who came to his baptism, ‘‘ Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for 
repentance.”’ ‘This is the duty of all men, no less than it is their duty 


to repent. Since those who truly repent exercise sorrow for sin as 
being committed against God, and approve of his holy law and gov- 


ernment, it is evident that their repentance will be attended with re- 


formation and holy obedience. He who loves God and hates sin, 
will endeavor to obey his holy commandments, and to forsake every 
sinful practice. ‘Those who think that they repent of sin, and yet 


do not obey the gospel, but live in the habitual neglect of duty, and 

continue to cherish their habits of sin, are deceiving themselves.— 

W hat they call repentance is nothing more than the sorrow which 
’ 


results from the servile dread of punishment. It does not flow from 
love to God, nor does it im} ly any true hatred of the evil nature of 
sin. It is only a selfish sorrow—that sorrow of the world which 
worketh death. Those who hate sin because it is an offence against 


God, desire, as David did, to be pure in heart, and to be conformed 
to God’s holy law. They have a tenderness of conscience, a quick 
susceptibility of being influenced by every motive which God pre- 
sents to dissuade them from sin and to allure them to a holy life.— 
They desire to avoid even the appearance of evil, and would choose 
to suffer wrong from man, rather than to do wrong in relation either 
to God ortoman. The truly penitent are affected with a seuse of 
the holiness and the omniscience of God, and they act as knowing 
that he sees them, and searches the recesses of their hearts. 
What are the fruits of repentance which are manifested in a 





season in which sinners of different ages and characters are led 
to repentance by the spirit of God? The prayerless sinner soon 
becomes familiar with the language of prayer. The profane cease 
from taking the name of God in vain. Those who had neglected 
the holy scriptures, begin to search with delight those sacred pages, 
and to behold wondrous things in the law of God Enimies become 
friends; forgive, and love one another. ‘The vicious are reformed; 
and the formal and selfrighteous moralist becomes an earnest plead- 
er for mercy, and a firm advocate of the doctrines of grace. ‘These 
are some of the fruits of true repentance when it prevails among 


any people Such are its natural, its genuine fruits. How much 
to be desired then, is it, that it should prevail universally! How 
happily changed would be the characters and the ‘prospects of many 
who are now walking in the broad way of sin which leads to de- 
struction Children of God, aod friends of the Saviour, pray for 
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the descent of the Holy Spirit, that many may be made the sub- 
jecta of this happy change 
2. If it was the duty of David to repent, it is the duty of every 


christian to repent also. The reason why it became his duty to 


exercise repentance, was, that he had departed from God, and sin- 


ned against him He had been a friend of God—a man after 
God’s own heart. But like all other saints in this world, he was li- 
able to backslide, He did backslide. Hi greatly offended Pod, 
and dishonored his cause. But he was not permitted to remain in 
transgression. He saw his criminality and made a humble and 
penitent confession to God. Like a relenting child who comes with 


tears to the parent whom he loves and whom he has offended, and 
pleads for forgiveness, David came to his heavenly Father against 


whom he had sinned. But do not all christians sin Is there a 
just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not? Surely, 
brethren, none of us will imagine that he has no occasion of re- 
pentance. But if any person does not feel that he needs repent- 


ance, the pointed address of Nathan to David is applicable to that 
person, 

Yes, ** Thow art the man;’’ for he that saith he hath no sin de- 
ceiveth himself and the truth is not in him. Or if a man say he is 
perfect, that proves him perverse. Let us contemplate the holy God 
whose eyes are upon our hearts, and who loathes our lukewarmness 
in his service, and abhors the sacrifice in which the heart is not 
found; and with one accord fly to his mercy seat, and say with a 
contrite and humble spirit, “‘ Father, we have sinned against heav- 
en and in thy sight.” Then may we hope that he will restore unto 
us the joy of his salvation, and uphold us with his free spirit, and 
that sinners will be converted unto him 

Finally If it was the duty of David, and if it is the duty of all 
christians to repent, is not the same duty incumbent on those who 
have not repented? Probably there never has been a public assem- 
bly in this world in which there were not some impenitent sinners.— 
What number, or what individuals, in this assembly, are of this 
character, is known to that God in whose sight all have sinned.— 
But whosoever of you are of this charaeter, them I exhort to look 
at the example of the repenting Psalmist. See how he confessed 
and pleaded, and humbled himself at the throne of mercy—how it 
became him thus to do, because he had'sinned against his Maker— 
and how blessed he was in finding mercy and being restored to the 
favor and communion of his Ged. Is it not your duty to imitate 
that example? Ought you not to feel the same reverence and love 
for the blessed God, which he felt; aad to exercise the same sor- 
row which he did, for the sins which you have committed against him? 
and contemplate his infinite_holiness—the glory of his character, 
and his worthiness of your best affections and services. Consider 
the innumerable sins which you have committed agaiast him—how 
you have rejected his m rey, despised his beloved Son, and turned 
a deaf ear to his kind invitations. Will you say that you have no 
cause for repentance? Say not so; think not so. Delay this du- 
ty no longer; for you owe itto your God; and if you refuse, you 
cannot have eternal life .2 
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For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
REVIVAL MEASURES—NO. 6. 


Having noticed several objections against honestly declaring “ all 
the counsel of God” in revivals of religion, I design in this number 
to point out some of the advantages of this course over the other. 
In this age of expediency, I hope this part at least of the discussion 
on this subject, will be seriously attended to. 

First, then, those who honestly and faithfully declare all the coun- 
se] of God in their preaching, furnish their people with the most 
l knowledge. They place eve ry suoject they illus- 


means of divine 


trate and enforce, in the most clear and interesting light. They 
show the relation, connextion and tendency of every thing, to one 
great chief end, for which all things were made. They show why 
God created and causes all things to exist just as they do; why the 
heavens and the earth with all their innumerable inhabitants and ob- 


jects were brought into being; why a part of the angels fell and were 
doomed to blackness and darkness forever without hope; and why 


Adam was put upon trial as our public head, and by falling, brought 
both natural and moral ‘‘ death into the world, and all our woe.’’ 


They show why Christ came into the world to suffer and die; why 
men are allowed but one short probation to prepare for a boundless 
eternity; and why some and only some of them were “ chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world”’ to be holy and happy, and 
others left in sin, and doomed to mis ry forever. They show why 
the present system was chosen in preference to one that might have 
excluded al! natural and moral evil; and in short, why every event 


takes place just as itdoes. And they clearly show all these things, 
° “pnp ' ,* > ie ny 5 
by simply unfolding the ultimate design of God, to secure the most 


perfect exercise, exhibition and gratification of his infinite goodness 
by all his works, and promote the highest good of the universe by 
displaying his wisdom, justice, mercy and grace before the eyes of 
all his intelligent creatures forever. In this licht, we can see light. 
This great sun in the system of moral truth, reflects perfect light up- 
oa the darkness that exists in the minds of men, and enables them 
to understand the otherwise dark and unsearchable points of reveal- 


edtruth. It is the natural key that unlocks the treasures of divine 
knowledge, introduces man to his Maker, and shows the consistency, 
beauty and harmony of all the great truths of the gospel. It dis- 
plays to the minds of men the most elevated and sublime science ever 
contemplated by created or uncreated minds. It is the only light 


that can dispel from the minds ef men the great elements of darkness, 


n 
delusion and error, that lead the soul to everlasting death. It com- 
pletely demolishes the objections against the gospel, and makes it 
appear as it is, ‘* the glorious gospel of the blessed God.” It en- 
lightens the understanding, enlarges the mind, and elevates the con- 
ception of things eternal and But those who adopt the oth- 


er scheme of revival measures, corvey in reality. but very little true 





hearers. ‘They keep them in ignorance of 
the great end for which they were made. ‘They do not teach theis 


ple that **the Lord hath made all thines for himself, yea even 


divine knowledg » to their 
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the wicked for the day of evil,’ and that for his pleasure, and to 
glorify his great name, “‘ all things are and were created.” They 
do not teach them the true reason why both natural and moral evil 
exist, and will forever exist; why God elected only a part of me n 
and none of the fallen angels to eternal life, and ‘* appointed” the 
rest ‘“‘unto wrath.’”? They suffer perfect mystery and darkness to 
veil the dispensations of divine providence and grace; and inconsis- 
tency, darkness, and unanswered objections to be heaped upon the 
great truths of divine revelation. They keep their hearers in great 
ignorance of the deceit and enmity of their own hearts, of what God 
is, and what man is. They never prepare their people to refute 
and silence gainsayers and infidels, nor guard them against the im- 
position and snares of the world, their own hearts, and the great 
deceiver. But they prepare them to be “ blown about by every wind 
of doctrine,” and every gale of enthusiasm, fanaticism, and false 
zeal that assumes the garb of philanthropy or religion. ‘They do 
not teach them to-beware of men, and constantly be eautious, and 
vigilant, and watchful, that they be not deceived and cheated with 
sound for substance, self complacency and self righteousness, for 
self loathing and true hi imility, presumption and awful insolence, for 
true faith and holy confidence in God; self conceit, self display and 
vain boasting, for true piety, and modesty, and meekness; and flat- 
tering deceivers for real friends. 

Those who ‘‘ declare all the counsel of God” in revivals, furnish 
their people > with the greatest means of holiness. Indeed true knowl- 
edge is the only possible ground of true love. The apostle says, 
« And this I pray that your love may abound yet more and r more in 
knowledge, and in ali judgment;”? and our Saviour prayed, “Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.”” They exhibit the 
great and ami: ible character of God, declare his name, and illus- 
trate his true and highest glory, which is powerfully adapted to 
transform saints into the divine image, and “ strike all sin forever 
dead”’ in their hearts. ‘* For we all,” said an apostle, 66 beholding 
asin a glass the glory of the Lord, are chanyed into the same im- 
age from glory to g glory , even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”” When 
Job had been made to see and feel the power, the wisdom, the 

sovereignty, the justice and the holiness of God, he exclaimed, * I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 


seeth thee, wherefore a 00m or myself, and repent in dust and ashes 
The same feelings att: 1 Isaiah when he had his vision of tha 
Lord of hosts And who can see God as he is, without realizing 


his dependence, obligations and gu ilt? Whocan see him in his be- 
nevolent design, and not feel his o bliga ation to love him supremely for 
what he is, and forall that he does? Who can contemplate the 
universal agency and absolute sovreignty of God, and not realize his 
dependence, and helplessness in himself, that without God he can 
do nothing, and that he is in his hands as clay in the hands of the 
potter. Whocan see the hand and heart of God in all events, and 
not feel his obligation to submit without a murmuring thought to all 
the events of his providence? Who can contemplate the infinite 
authority of God, and not sce bis obligation to obey all the intima 
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tions of his will? Who does not know that we must grow in knolw- 
edge inorder to grow in grace? And those who preach the great- 
est amount of divine truth, and present it in the clearest, fullest 
light, afford their people the best means of sanctification. But those 
who conceal the ultimate design of God, and some of the great and 
fundamental doctrines of the Bible, instead of feeding christians with 
the “‘ sincere milk of the word,” and the true “* bread of life,” that 
they ‘“‘ may grow thereby,” well nigh starve them on husks and 
wind. They withhold from them the chief means of sanctification 
and holiness They keep them in dangerous and destructive ig- 
norance of both God and their own hearts. They keep them in that 
ignorance which is the mother of self confidence and self complacen- 
cy, credulity and catholicism, and spiritual pride and vanity, instead 
of leading them to that light in which only 
They fairly paralize the understanding on divine subjects, and place 


: 9 
“we can see light 


the imagination and passions at the helm, so that the mind becomes 
the sport of eve ry breeze. 

The exhibition of all the counsel of God is much better adapted to 
alarm afd awaken sinners, than to conceal any part of it Do we 
wish to make them feel the ir danger of b it r lost forever? They 
must first be made to see their danger; which chiefly arises from the 
enmity, deceitfulness and treachery of their own hearts; their moral 
blindness and vain confidence in themselves; the multitude of deceit- 
ful ways that lead to death, and from the reason they have to fear 
they will be left of God to be fitted for destruction. But the only 
way to show them the true ground and full extent of their danger, is 
to show them the true character and ultimate design of God; his 
willingness “*to show his wrath and make his power known,” as 


well as to display his grace; his infinite abhorrence of all selfish- 


ness, and their entire dependence for salvation on the sovereign will 


ef God. Do we wish to make them see the amount of natural rood 
they are in danger of iosing forever? It is heaven; the place where 


e 


God displays all his glory. It is the felicity of singing the “* song of 


Moses and the Lamb, 


39 


which no seraph’s voice can reach. It is 
the place where ‘ eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, the joys that are laid up for those who 
love God;’ and where these joys will increase forever and ever. 
But who can know what heaven is, without being taught what God 


is, and what manis? Do we wish to show them the amount of nat- 
ural evil they are in danger of procuring forever? Itis hell; *‘where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” It is God’s 
wrath and displeasure against sin; self reproach and self condemna- 
tion; and the insupportable anguish of a guilty conscience forever. 
But who can have any just conception of hi l, or be sensible of his 
enmity against God,and ill desert, without being taught the holiness 
and goodness and authority of G his hatred of all selfishness;— 


his inflexible regard for the honor of v and the greatest good 
of the universe? Itis the existence, perfections and glorious design 


of God which makes a heavy of heaven, and hell of hell. But 





cy 


conceal the eternal purposes and counsel of God,? and his willing- 


ress to “‘show his wrath and make his power vn:’’ erase his ab- 
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solute sovereignty from the catalogue of divine perfections; and hold 
up his omnipotence, his mercy, and strong desire to sanctify and save 
all men, and you impart an anodyne in the sinner’s bosom little less 
flattering and soothing to his fears than the pleasing delusion of 
universal salvation itself. You conceal the ‘‘terrors of the Lord,”’ 
which give the divine law all its terror, wrest the creature from the 
hand of the Creator, destroy all sense of enmity against Grod, and 
lead him to trust securely in the mercy of God, or his own heart, to 
his everlasting ruih. 

The exhibition of ‘all the counsel of God is better adapted to pro- 
mote conviction of sin than any different system of means. But 
since the modern discovery that ‘it is unwise to promote much if any 
genuine conviction of sin, [I conclude all that mieht be said under 
this head may be thought by many to be irrelevant, and I will there- 
fore proceed to remark, _ 

That the honest exhibition of all the counsel of God is the best 
adapted to promote the conversion of sinners from sin to holiness.— 
All true religion consists in the cordial compliance with moral obli- 
gation. And we can beled or induced to comply with moral] obliga- 
tion only by motives addressed to the conscience . Itis the spontan- 
eous dictate of common sense, that all selfishness is sin, and that 
all holiness consists in disinterested affections, or complying with 
moral obligation. Holiness is simply doing our duty, what we know 
ought to be done. It is true that our own happiness may be pre- 
sented as a motive to holiness. But in order to act right in view of 
this motive, it must be presented and seen in the light of duty, by 
which | mean that we must see it to be at least possible that our 
happiness may be desirable on the whole. For we intuitively know 
that a greater good ought to be chosen in preference to a less.— 
Motives and inducements to move us to become holy, therefore, are 
simply those considerations that are adapted to make us sce and feel 
our moral obligations. 

If we now contemplate particular duties, we shall see that they 
are all the most powerfully enforced by exhibiting all the counsel of 
God. It is the infinite greatness of God that binds us to exercise 
supreme regard and benevolence towards him. But his greatness 
appears in his infinitely wise and comprehensive design, and univer- 
sal resistless providence, It is the infinite holiness of God that 
binds us to exercise supreme esteem and complacency towards him. 
But the holiness of God consists in his infinite love of moral recti- 
tude and inflexible regard for his own glory and the highest good of 
the universe. It is the infinite a uhority of God over us that binds 
us to obey all the intimations of his will. But his authority over us 
grows out of his supreme power, wisdom and goodness, andthe ex- 
tent of our d per lence upon him. It is the infinite “ roodness of 
God” that “ leadeth to repentance’? for sins that are committed 
acainst him, B it his ro xiness consists in his supreme and inflexi- 
ble regard for the highest good of the universe, and in constantly 
making every creature and event promote it in the best manner.— 


In short it is the infinite wisdom, power and goodness of God that 


binds us to exercise perfect confidence in him, unconditional subimis- 
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sion to his will, supreme and constant love to him for what he is in 
himself, repentance and self-abasement for sins against him, and 
faith in Christ who condemned sin in the flesh, and made the great 
atoning sacrifice. And to make men see and feel the full weight of 
their obligations to perform these duties, they must be taught all the 
counsel of God. For this exhibition of divine truth contains the 
full strength of all the motives that can be derived from knowledge, 
holiness and happiness, time -and eternity, the infinite Creator and 
all creatures, and from heaven earth and hell. It is powerfully 
adapted to arrest the attention, impress the conscience, and bind 
the heart to obedience. And though the natural heart often rises 


and rages, and opposes this system of divine truth, yet the con- 


science ever stands ready to silence all its murmurs, and bind it to 


a cordial obedience to its demands, his is the means of grace 
which God has appointed to arrest attention, convince the sinner of 
his enmity and bring him to cordial submission to himself. Or as 
the Indian convert at Stockbridge expressed it to Dr. West, after 
having thrown a worm upon the coals, ‘‘ Just so, me squirm, and 
squirm, as long as me could squirm, but now me all still — 
still—,”? 

But in comparison with this exhibition of motives to love, repen- 
tance, and faith, how weak and contemptible is that exhibition derived 
from a partial and superfic ial exhibition of divine truth, whichina 
great measure if not entir ly sl les over the conscience, and only ex- 
cites the weak and temporary pssions of slavish fear, carnal hope, 
and personal interest. What person with an enlightened understand- 
ing, and awakened conscience would not turn away from such motives 
to religion with disgust and inward contempt. And through the ig- 
norance, blindness and selfishness of sinners lead them in multitudes 
to compy with such motives and inducements to religion, who can be- 
lieve that their compliance with such selfish inducements, will prepare 
them for a holy heaven, and for fellowship with holy beings. 


A LAYMAN 


[ To be continued.) 


MOW A GENUINE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE IS fol 
GUISHEP FROM THAT WHICH IS FALSE, 


r 


: y . ’ 
An Extract from the Christian Spectator. 


1. True christian experience, is not to be d ruished by the 
di gree or the succession of anriely a ul yoy, which a person may 
have felt. There may be great m nt2l distress on the subject of 
religion, without even a thorough conviction of sin. There are per- 
sons overwhelmed with the apprehension of their sinking into hell, 
of their being surrounded with fiends, of the day of grace being past, 


or of their sins being unpardonable, who have scarcely any convic 
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tion of the nature of sin, as an offence against a being of infinite 
glory, or of its extent, as consisting in a heart of opposition to the 
law of holiness. There are those who tell of their “hearts of stone,”’ 
their ‘‘ load of guilt,” and their “sins set in order before them,” 
and who are really tempted beyond measure, who yet, when inquir- 
ed of, can tell of nothing in which sin most essentially consists; 
and who seem to have no distinct perception of any one feeling in 
their hearts, that is contrary to the holiness of God. As there 
may 0 >» terror without conviction, so there may be canviction, clear 
and deep, without conversion. ‘The work of the Holy Spirit, on 
moral agents, may be arrested. And this may be don by th ir en- 
1 


tertaining a delusive hope, as well as by a more direct resistance 


l 
Let a person who has for s be struggling with a condemning 


conscience, and th lr l . ccted judement, find bis latent 
convictions and suppresse rs brought up anew by the Spirit of 
God, with a power too gt be overcome; and then let bim lay 
hold of some imagin: y evidence of a saving change, as a witne Ss 
from God, that he is forgiven. What more is necessary, to make 
his burden remove; a transport of joy possesses his mind, and his 
happiness for a few moments appears to him greater than the sum 
of what he had found in his whole life before? Most unsafe would 
it be to trust to such a transition of feeling, however wonderful or 
joyful, because it may be the result of natural principles, as well as 
of a spiritual change 

2. Nor can a genuine experience be distinguished by the existence 
or fervor of other strong affections, which may be mingled with it. 
There are those who feel assured of the genuineness of their reli- 
gion, because of the love to God and men which it involves. Such 
love as they feel, they are confident, can proceed from no evil source. 
It is certainly true, that nothing is more heavenly than christian 
love. Itis more excellent than knowledge, prophecy, miracles, or 
the powers of speech which men or angels use. It is the chief of 
christian graces, the life, the essence of them all. But in propor- 
tion to its excellence, should be our care to distinguish it: for the 
scriptures admonish us-that.there are false resemblances of love. 
What fervor of love to our Savior, appeared in the multitudes who, 
at various times, were brought under a temporary persuasi yn that 
he was their expected Messiah! How zealously they followed him 
over deserts and seas, and adhered to him by day and by nigat; 
and, as tho igh the or yund were not gO vl enough for him to tread 
upon, spread their garments in the way, and shoute d Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Yet no sooner were their selfish expectations 
crossed, than their vociferations were no less earnest and frequent 
he said, would be 
true of men in oth mes. * Beeause iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many wax cold, but he that endureth to the end. the 
same shall be saved: mplying that the love, which, amidst 
abounding iniquity does not endure, but waxes cold, is not that 
which accompanies salvation. Sothe event hasproved. Such was 
the love of the Galatian converts towards the apostle Paul, that 


they would have been ready to pluck out their eves and give them 


“crucify him! crucify him! The same thing 


=) 

















1831. 





Extract 197 








to him; yet he afterwards found oceasion to fear, that their blessed- 
ness had come to nothing. And whet minister of the gospel has 
not found oceasion to entertain, in rerard to some who had been 
hopefully converted under his labors, the same fears? Nor is this 
wonderful. Leta person suddenly pass from distressing fears of 
hell, toa confident persuasion of his interest in the divine favor, and 
he must of course, by the operation of natural! principles, be filled 
with admiration of the God and Savior who, as he imagines, has 
done so great things forhim. Nor is love to his Divine Benefactor 
the only aff ction. He is impressed with his unworthiness of so 
wonderful a mercy; as Saul, when told of his designation to the 
throne of Israel, said, ‘* Am not I a Benjaminite, of the smallest of 
the tribes of Israel? wherefore then speakest thou so to me?”’?’ He 


is moved with a sense of his tneralitude to so gracious a deliverer; 
as that false hearted king confessed with tears his ingratitude to 
David, when spared by him from instant death. He de fights im 


others who admire the char e,as the worst f men love their 


admir- 


ers and flatterers* and he is moved also with commusseration for 





persons around him, whom he regards as being in their sins, and 
earnestly endeavors to persuade them to-seek the same deliverance 
which he has found, as the instinctive feelings of humanity incline 
men to pity their fellow-beings when in danger, and to desire their 
rescue. rom the common principles of our nature, there may be a 


semblance not only of christian joy and love, but of christian humili- 
ty, brotherly affection, compassion for sinners, and zeal for their 
conversion. " The mere existence of such affections, therefore, does 
not distinguish the work of the Holy Spirit; nor does the strength of 
them; more especially since a mere flow of natural feelings under 
delusive apprehensions, meets not the resistance by which affections 
truly spiritual are always clogged and opposed. 

3. Nor is genuine experience distinguished by the freedom in 
prayer, or fluency of other religious addresses which may accompa- 
ny it. There are m: ny persons, who, if they see any of their ac- 
quaintances who had been reserved on subjects of religion, suddenly 

coming forth with fluent and cepious « xpressions of religious feeling, 
hastily conclude, that they must have been divinely taught. If they 
see this in childre n, or in persons who had been ignorant, diffident, 
and unused to pt blic addresses, the evidence of a divine influence 
seems to them b yond a reasonable doubt. ‘‘ Such a person’s 
mouth,” they say, ‘‘is opened, his tongue is loosed, he speaks the 
language of Canaan, his soul is enlarged to speak the praises of 
God, and as water from a fountain, the sentiments and feelings of 
religion flow from his heart. Surely he would be incapable of this, 
were he not divinely assisted.” Sut how di ceptive is such a con- 
clusion! Where, in all the Bibie are we referred to such effects, 
as evidences of christian character? Or what is there, in the na- 
ture of such effects, to distinguish the christian graces? The most 
which they prove is, that a person is strongly affected with subjec 
pertaining to religion. It is the nature of the affections, 
objects may engage them, to open the lips i: 
munications. ‘The starving beggar, is ear 


whatever 
free and earnest com- 


st in petitioning for re- 
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lief at our doors; and the anxious mother, whose child has wander- 
ed into lonely woods, or been torn from her arms by a ruffian, is elo- 
quent in pleading with her neighbors to recover it. So when per- 
sons are free and earnest in religious addresses, it is indeed a satis- 
factory proof of strong emotions; bnt the nature of those emotions it 
cannot prove; for they may, in any degree of strength, originate in 
natural feelings, as well as the grace of Ged. Such emotions may 
be founded in delusion, as well as in the knowledge of the truth. 
An overweening forwardness in expressing them, so far from indica- 
ting their spirituality, is rather an indication of dominant pride. It 
is a pertinent remark of a distinguished experimental writer, that 
‘‘a Pharisee’s trumpet shall be heard to the town’s end, while sim- 
plicity walks through the town unseen.’’ Asa tree burdened with 
leaves is seldom found bending with fruit, and as clouds borne along 
upon the wings of a tempest afford but little refreshing rain, so pro- 
fessedly christian converts, boastfully forward in speaking of their 
experience and showing their gifts, rarely glorify God by substan- 
tial and permanent fruits of righteousness With"this very allusion, 
the apostles Peter and Jude, speaking of persons who under a show 
of christian zeal had been received into the church, designate them, 
as *‘ clouds without water carried about of winds, and trees whose 
fruit withereth.”’ 

4. Christian experience is not to be distinguished by the confi- 
dence of a person of good estate. There are those who profess to 
know that they are children of God. Their feelings assure them of 
this. They no more doubt it, than they doubt their existence. The 
Spirit itself they say, beareth witness with their spirit, that they 
are the children of God. But what is the witness of the Spirit? Is 
it inspiration? an immediate suggestion, such as was given to the 
apostles? a direct testimony of the Holy Spirit, whether by a reve~ 
lation, an impression, a vision, a dream, or any other sign distinct 
from the sanctifying influence of the Spirit, informing them, that 
they are forgiven and saved? What evidence have they that what 
they call the witness of the Spirit, is really his testimony? Can 
they show from the scriptures, or the nature of the case, that the 
same effects may not be produced without his ageney? And will 
a rational man, on a subject of such importance, conclude, without 
evidence, that a suggestion, an impression, a pleasurable sensation, 
is from God? This did the Montanists of the second century. 
This did the Anabaptists of the sixteenth. This the enthusiasts of 
every age have done; and their lives in ten thousand instances, 
have shown the miserable delusion of their pretensions. What then 
is the witness of the Spirit? It is no other than the testimony of 
the 5) irit in the seripture s of truth, that those who have the char- 
acter of the children of God, as it is there delineated, are entitled 
to the privileges of children, together with the sanctilying work of 
the Spirit, forming a person to this character. That he may per- 
ceive this witness, therefore, he must clearly see, by examming 
the scriptures, what that character is, and be able to distinguish 
it; and then by examining himself, he must find his own character 1s 


: . ' 1 P 
such. Hence there may be occasion of doubt, and must be occa- 
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sion for deep, solemn, jealous, and often repeated inquiry. If these 
things are so, that confidence which discards examination, and vio- 
lently rejects doubt, carries evidence of delusion in its face. We 
do not say that it proves a man not to be a christian; but it does 
prove, that on a subject of vital importance he does not see things as 
they really are. 
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It frequently happens, that the doctrine of election is tacitly ac- 
knowledged by some people, who prote ss to disbelieve it. A few 
years ago, the writer was present ata religious meeting in the State 
of Connecticut. After the religious exercises were over, an Armi- 








niam gentleman expressed his disapprobation of the doctrine of elec- 
tion. He affirmed, with much confidence that the doctrine was un- 
true; and could not be maintained, by fair and conclusive arguments. 
A preacher, who was present, requested the privilege of stating to 
him a few questions. ‘To this he consented. The following dia- 
logue, between the preacher and the Arminian, immediately ensued, 

P, Mr. B. do you profess to be a christian? 

A. \ es. 

P. Do you believe that God made you a christian? 

A. Yes. , 

P. Do you believe that God determined to make you a christian 
before he made you one? 

A. Yes. 

P. When did God determine to make you a christian? 

A, Why, said he, with an emphasis, before you and I were wn 
being. 5 % 












. ] “ | } ' , ~ 
Here the company smiled, and the dialogue ended. C. in 
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During the last year an investigation was made in one of the 
most flourishing Theological Seminaries of our land, to determine 
how many of the students had been blessed with pious parents.— 
Upon carelul enquiry, it was found that there were 125 students 
present: of 77, both parents were pious; of 112, the-mothers were 
pious; of 1, the father only was a professor of religion; leaving on- 
ly 12, or about one tenth of the whole number, whose parents were 


oe 
both unacquainted with religion. It is believed that this proportion 
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is not larger than will be found to exist in other institutions of a 

similar character. For the ministers of the church in every age, 

have been generally descended from those who love the Lord and 

teach their children to fear his name. Upon such facts comment is 

unnecessary. Blessed are they whose parents early train them in 

the path of holiness; when they are old they will not depart from it. 
S. S. Instructer. 
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